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1. THOUGH REUTERS DESPATCH MENTIONED REFTEL WAS PRE- 
MATURE, GOG COUNCIL OF MINISTERS DID DECIDE ON DECEMBER 
17 TO INSURE THAT "WORK OF ALBERT SCHWEITZER WILL NOT 
DIE." COMMUNIQUE FOLLOWING COUNCIL MEETING ANNOUNCED 

THAT GOG WILL "PURSUE WORK OF SCHWEITZER BY CREATING 
COMMITTEE CHARGED WITH DECIDING NECESSARY MEASURES IN 
ALL AREAS AFFECTING THE PURSIUT OF THE NORMAL ACTIVITIES 
OF THE HOSPITAL." COUNCIL FURTHER DECLARED THAT "IN 
ADDITION TO ITS USUAL ACTIVITIES. SCHWEITZER HOSPITAL 
WILL SPECIALIZE IN TREATMENT AND RESEARCH IN CERTAIN 
TROPICAL DISEASES” AND CITED LEPROSY, SLEEPING SICKNESS, 
AND PARASITOSIS AS EXAMPLES. 

2. ACCORDING TO LOCAL SOURCES, SUPPORT FOR HOSPITAL WAS 
OPPOSED BY LIBREVILLE MEDICAL PROFESSION, WHICH HAS LONG 
RESENTED NUMBER OF POTENTIAL PATIENTS WHO TRAVEL FROM 
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LIBREVILLE). MAJOR LOBBYING EFFORT ON BEHALF OF HOSPITAL 
WAS DONE BY M INSTATE RAWIRI, NATIVE OF LAMBARENE, WHO IS 
CREDITED BY MOST LOCAL OBSERVERS AS MAN WHO WON THE DAY 
IN GOG DELIBERATIONS. 

3. SOURCE OF FUNDING FOR HOSPITAL REMAINS TO BE SEEN, AS 
NO PROVISION MADE FOR THIS PURPOSE IN BUDGET FOR 

NEW FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1. MINISTRY OF HEALTH WILL 
PRESUMABLY BE DIRECTED TO COVER OPERATING COSTS FROM ITS 
REGULAR BUDGET. BUT MONEY FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION MAY BE 
HARDER TO COME BY AT TIME WHEN GOG IS SLOWING DOWN OTHER 
PROJECTS TO CONTROL RATE OF CASH OUTFLOW. FED HAS BEEN 
MENTIONED AS POSSIBLE SOURCE OF FINANCING FOR NEW 
FACILITIES, BUT LOCAL FED REP INDICATED THIS COULD PROBABLY 
BE DONE ONLY BY SHIFTING FUNDS FROM OTHER FED COMMITMENTS 
IN GABON AS TOTAL AMOUNT EARMARKED FOR GOG IS UNLIKELY 
TO BE INCREASED FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

4. ACCORDING FRENCH AMBASSADOR. MEDICAL DIRECTOR HABICHT 
HAS NOT MERELY RESIGNED BUT HAS ALREADY LEFT GABON. 
AMBASSADOR KNEW OF NO CURRENT EFFORTS TO RECRUIT RE- 
PLACEMENT. SO STAND-IN PROPOSED BY AMERICAN SCHWEITZER 
FELLOWSHIP MIGHT BE MOST WELCOME IF NAME PUT FORWARD 
PROMPTLY TO FOUNDATION AND GOG. 

5. FOR PARIS: WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR PASSING PARA ONE 
ABOVE TO MICHAEL GOLDSMITH OF AP PARIS AT 359-86-70 AS 
FOLLOW-UP TO HIS CALL HERE LAST WEEK.STEIGMAN 
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